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Electronic Syllabus Policy:
The official form of this syllabus is that of a shared Google document. No paper copies will be
distributed. (You may, of course, print a copy for yourself if you wish.) Our tentative schedule
may adapt to various conditions throughout the semester, and this online document will be
updated periodically to reflect such changes. You should always assume that the authoritative
version of the syllabus is the most current version shared in Google Drive.

Credit Hour Policy
To meet the identified course learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this
3-unit course, delivered over a 13-week term will approximate 3 hours per week of classroom or
direct faculty instruction. In addition, out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 6
hours each week.

Purpose Statement of Centre College
Centre College is a small, independent, and selective educational community dedicated to study
in the liberal arts as a means to develop the intellectual, personal, and moral potential of its
students. Centre nurtures in its students the ability to think logically and critically, to work
creatively, to analyze and compare values, and to write and speak with clarity and grace. It
acquaints students with the range of accomplishments of the human mind and spirit in a variety
of arts and theoretical disciplines. It enables students to choose and fulfill significant
responsibilities in society. In short, Centre’s highest priority is to prepare its students for lives of
learning, leadership, and service.

A long and rich tradition of tolerance, freedom of enquiry, and community informs all aspects of
college life. Centre accomplishes its goals in an atmosphere of caring and respectful
relationships among faculty, students, and staff, aided by its broadly conceived, nonsectarian,
Judeo-Christian heritage. This tradition commits Centre to a belief in the unconditional value of
each human being, to an appreciation of the differences among people, and to a recognition of
the close connection between responsible self-development and community well-being.

Course Description
This course is a philosophical inquiry into the origins of Western science and traces how
philosophers in this tradition have interacted with and defined the practice of science from its
origins in the 6th century BCE with Thales to contemporary philosophers of science such as
Thomas Kuhn and Val Plumwood.



Principle Learning Objectives and Outcomes

Student Learning Outcome IDEA Objective Assignments Used to Assess

Each student will be able to
understand specific systems of
philosophical thought and the
implications of those systems for the
21st century Christ follower.

Gaining a basic
understanding of the
subject (e.g., factual
knowledge, methods,
principles,
generalizations, theories)

2,3

Each student will be able to analyze
and evaluate the arguments and
positions that support particular views
in the central areas of philosophy.

Learning to analyze and
critically evaluate ideas,
arguments, and points of
view

1,2,3

Each student will develop their own
ability to make and evaluate moral
decisions.

Developing ethical
reasoning and/or ethical
decision making

2

Required Texts (in order of use)

Curd, P. (Ed.) A Presocratics Reader: Selected Fragments and Testomina (Hackett)
ISBN:978-1-60384-305-8
Plato. Five Dialogues (Second Edition) Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Meno, Phaedo (Hackett)
ISBN: 978-0-87220-633-5
Aristotle. Introductory Readings (Hackett) ISBN: 0872203395
Descartes, R. Meditations on First Philosophy (Hackett) ISBN: 0872201929
Darwin, C. Darwin: (Norton Critical Edition) (Norton) ISBN-10: 0393958493
Kuhn, T. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago) ISBN-10: 0226458121
Plumwood, V. Feminism and the Mastery of Nature (Routledge) ISBN-10: 041506810X

Grading and Attendance
In accordance with university policy, grades are designed to reflect a student’s performance as
follows:

“A” work - Outstanding
“Above and beyond the requirements of the assignment; outstanding effort, significant
achievement, and personal improvement are clearly evident.  Some measure of remarkable
skill, creativity, or energy is also evident.”

“B” work – Above Average
“Fulfills all aspects of the assignment and goes a bit beyond minimum competence to
demonstrate extra effort, extra achievement or extra improvement.”

“C” work - Average



“Fulfills all aspects of the assignment with obvious competence and grace.  Assignments are
completed exactly as assigned.”

“D” work – Below Average
“Below average either because some aspect of the assignment has not been fulfilled or
because a preponderance of errors (more than one or two per page) interferes with clear
communication.  A “D” may also indicate failure to follow directions, failure to follow specific
recommendations, or failure to demonstrate personal effort and improvement.”

“F” work – Not Acceptable
“Not acceptable, either because the student did not complete the assignment as directed, or
because the level of performance is below an acceptable level for college work.”

Grading scale for the course:

93-100=A 87-89=B+ 77-79=C+ 67-69=D+ 0-59=F
90-92=A- 83-86=B 73-76=C 63-66=D

80-82=B- 70-72=C- 60-62=D-

The final grade will be determined on the basis of the following assignments:

1. Class Participation: The nature of this class is such that its success depends on the active
participation of each student.  Thus, 20% of the final grade will be determined by participation in
class sessions. Your participation will be evaluated using the following rubric:

“A” level participation indicates that the student comes to class prepared, contributes voluntarily
and actively to class discussion without dominating it and makes thoughtful comments that
show interest in the views of others while advancing the conversation.

“B” level participation indicates that the student comes to class prepared, makes thoughtful
comments when called upon (but occasionally contributes without prompting), and respects the
views of others by making comments that advance the conversation (though these comments
may be less cogent and well-developed than the “A” level).

“C” level participation indicates that the student comes to class prepared, but does not
voluntarily contribute and gives only minimal answers when called upon.  This student has,
however, shown interest in the discussion, actively listened and taken notes.

“D” level participation indicates that the student has either talked too much by making rambling,
tangential comments, or not all because they have not read the material.

“F” level participation indicates that the student has been disruptive by radiating negativity via
hostile or bored body language or overt rudeness in respecting the views of others.



2. Text Argument Summaries: At each course meeting you will have the opportunity to submit
a Text Argument Summary (TAS) (or summaries) on the text(s) assigned for that week. You will
use the TAS form to submit a brief typed statement that indicates the key terms, central
arguments, thesis, and your questions for the reading presently under discussion. Your final
score for this grade category will be calculated out of 90% of the total points possible. For
example, if there are 15 opportunities to submit a TAS with each being worth up to 10 points,
then grades for this assignment category will be calculated out of 140 possible points (you
cannot earn more than 140 points). Hence, a score of 130 points would be necessary to earn a
grade of “A” in this assignment category (i.e., 130 = 93% of 140 possible points). The window of
opportunity for submitting a Text Argument Summary on the reading under consideration is
closed at the start of class on the day during which that reading will be discussed. NO
EXCEPTIONS TO THE AFOREMENTIONED WILL BE PERMITTED. You will submit an
electronic copy prior to the start of class and bring a printed copy to each class meeting. The
due dates for submitting Text Argument Summaries are indicated on the syllabus by “TAS”.

Problem: What is the basic problem being addressed by the author? State this as a
single sentence question.
Fundamental Points: What are three fundamental points made by the author?
Central Thesis: How do the three fundamental points you discovered combine to form
an overall argument?
Questions: What questions does the reading raise for you? What seems problematic? If
you could sit down with the author, what questions would you have?
Application: Assume that the author’s arguments are good ones (they may not be).
How would these arguments impact how you live?

Please consult the end of the syllabus for more guidance on how to write this
assignment. *

3. Plenary Text Synthesis: You will be required to compose a paragraph (250-300 words) that
explores the relationship between the texts we are considering in PHIL 1XX and the ideas
discussed in the Plenary sessions. The due dates for submitting each Plenary Text Synthesis
are indicated on the syllabus by “PTS”.

4. Final Paper: An 10-12 page double-spaced essay will be required that deals with a specific
topic of your choosing.

Your final course grade will be comprised of the following:

Class Attendance/Participation 20%
Text Analysis Submission 30%
Plenary Text Synthesis 20%
Final Paper 30%

Make-Up Work Policy



Extensions on assignment due dates will be granted automatically for cases of documented
illness or family emergency.  In all other cases, students must petition faculty for an extension
for the petition to be approved.  If no extension is granted, late assignments will be graded as
zeros.

Incomplete Policy
Students who wish to receive an Incomplete “I” grade for this course in order to complete
assignments after the conclusion of the semester must be granted a petition.  A full rationale for
the requested Incomplete grade must be provided by the student.  If an Incomplete grade is not
granted, then a failing “F” grade will be entered.

Assignment Schedule

Date Topic Assignment

The Origins of Western Science

Tu 2/8 Weil: The Iliad, Poem of Might (TAS)

Th 2/10 Presocratics: Thales (TAS)

Tu 2/15 Presocratics: Pythagoras (TAS)

Th 2/17 The Problem of Change Part I Presocratics: Heraclitus (TAS)

Winter Trek: 2/21 - 25

Tu 3/1 The Problem of Change Part II Presocratics: Parmenides (TAS)

Th 3/3 Presocratics: The Sophists (PTS)

The Triumph of Teleology

Tu 3/8 Plato: Meno (TAS)

Th 3/10 Plato: Phaedo (PTS)

Tu 3/15 Aristotle: Physics Book II (TAS)

Th 3/17 Aristotle: Posterior Analytics Book I (TAS)

Tu 3/22 Spring Break

Th 3/24 Spring Break

Oceans and Coastal Processes: Morro Bay Excursion 3/28 - 4/1

Tu 3/29 Aristotle: Parts of Animals Books I and II.1
(PTS)



The Rejection of Teleology

Th 3/31 Descartes: Meditations One and Two (TAS)

Tu 4/5 Descartes: Meditations Three and Four (TAS)

Th 4/7 Descartes: Meditations Five and Six (PTS)

Tu 4/12 Darwin: The Voyage of the Beagle pp. 67-81
(TAS)

Th 4/14 Darwin: pp. 82-94 (PTS)

Two Postmodern Critiques: Pragmatism and Feminism

Tu 4/19 Kuhn: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
1-51 (TAS)

Rivers and Glacial Processes: Yosemite National Park Excursion 4/21 - 4/24

Th 4/21 Kuhn: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
52-110 (TAS)

Tu 4/26 Kuhn: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
111-172 (PTS)

Tu 5/3 Plumwood: Feminism and the Mastery of Nature
Introduction, 1-68 (TAS)

Th 5/5 Plumwood: Feminism and the Mastery of Nature
69-140 (TAS)

Tu 5/10 Last Day of Classes Plumwood: Feminism and the Mastery of Nature
141-196 (PTS)

Th 5/12 Final Exams

Fr 5/13 Final Exams Final Paper Due

Sa 5/14 Students Depart

The instructor reserves the right to modify this schedule to meet the specific needs and pace of
the class. Any changes will be announced prior to going into effect.

*Text Argument Summary Guidance

Try reading the text several times over, each reading progressing to a more focused and
detailed study. An alternative to this is carefully reading the text once. This alternative might
work very well for many of you. Personally, I find that, especially in the case of difficult texts, an



initial “skim” followed by a second, more detail-oriented, run through the text improves
comprehension and makes the text seem less daunting. In this read, it is important to not worry
about trying to memorize what the author is trying to say or even trying to understand what the
author is trying to say if it is not immediately clear. You should feel perfectly justified in skipping
whole sentences and even whole paragraphs. You should stop reading the author when you
stop understanding the author and proceed to the next word/sentence/paragraph that DOES
seem to make sense to you. The point of this is that at the end of the reading you should know
the topic, general flow, and maybe even have a vague guess at the central thesis. Following this
skim reading, you should return to the text in search of greater detail and to see what the
specific topic, specific flow, and specific thesis really were. You may want to have a pencil in
hand as you do this reading so you can mark what you think is the “key” sentence in EACH
paragraph. (Ideally, the author has limited each paragraph to one main idea.) After this, you may
want to reread the underlined sentences, marking the one that you believe is a clear statement
of the author’s thesis (i.e. what the author is ultimately arguing for) and also marking three you
believe to be clear statements of three fundamental points. You may also want to circle any key
terms you find in these sentences. With this sort of notation, much of the Text Argument
Summary work is already done immediately after you read the text.

1. Problem: State, in a single sentence question, what you take to be the main problem
that that the author is addressing. Why was this written? What is Plato trying to
accomplish in this section of the argument?

2. Three Fundamental Points: You will most likely need three sentences of your own
words (you need not quote the text) to explain each fundamental point: one sentence
clearly and concisely states the point, another sentence elaborates/explains further the
point (perhaps by explaining how the author argues for the point), and a final sentence
explains why the point is fundamental to the author’s argument.

3. Central Thesis: In this approach, one sentence clearly and concisely states the central
thesis, while the other sentence explains how the author argues for the thesis. This
section should not simply repeat the fundamental points, but explain how the
fundamental points fit together.

4. Questions: Questions might ask for clarification about the text’s content or they might
suggest an initial critique of the author’s argument or they might suggest connections
between ideas we have previously discussed or they might assume a variety of other
forms so long as they are sincere and pertain to the reading.

5. Application: Assume that the section of text presents a cogent argument (the argument
may or may not be valid). How would it change the way you live if it were correct?

Please use the following format:



Text: Date:

Problem: What is the basic problem being addressed by the author?  Please state your
answer as a single sentence question.

Fundamental Points: State in your own words the three key points of what you take to be
the overall argument (do not use quotes, but give page references from the text to support
your claims). Each point will require around 2-3 sentences.

Central Thesis: State in two sentences how the three fundamental points listed above
combine to form a single argument.

Questions: What questions do you have?



Application: Assume that the author’s arguments are good ones (though they may not be).
How would these arguments impact how you live?

The instructor reserves the right to modify this schedule to meet the specific needs and pace of
the class. Any changes will be announced prior to going into effect.



ENS 2XX: Introduction to Earth Science
This course will provide students with an introduction to the Earth sciences. Students will
explore areas from the California coast to Yosemite and the deserts beyond, all while living and
studying along the shores of Lake Tahoe. Students will investigate the relationships between
the geosphere, atmosphere, and hydrosphere while also developing scientific skills pertinent to
modern society.

This 3 semester unit course can be used to satisfy the portion of the science general education
requirement for physical science.

Student Learning Outcomes
This course will give you an opportunity to learn how to evaluate complex situations and use
scientific and moral reasoning to make decisions based on observations and evidence.

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Analyze landforms and natural processes based on scientific observations.
2. Communicate scientific principles and processes effectively.
3. Apply scientific principles and critical thinking skills to identify issues, understand

relationships, and solve problems.
4. Evaluate course concepts and the role of science in local and global contexts.

Textbook/Study Materials
As an instructor, I am committed to lowering the cost of education for my students. There is so
much free information readily available via the internet, that forcing students to buy a textbook
seems overly harsh. The issue however, is that anything can be published on the internet
without review or oversight, and the majority of information obtained from the internet is more
opinion than fact. I will provide the majority of the reading materials needed for this course,
however, you will have to become critical consumers of information. When collecting
information for this course (be it from the library, the internet, newspapers, television, etc.), you
will need to be able to identify credible and academic sources of information.

Instructor Contact
I will make myself available to you before and after class, but email is the best way to contact
me. We can also set up a time to chat over the phone or via zoom if that works better for you.

My direct email is: valentine@ltcc.edu



Course Schedule

Date Topic Assignments

Fr 2/11 Science and Geography Location and Map Skills

Fr 2/18 Space, Place, and Time Geologic Mapping

Winter Trek: 2/21 - 25

Fr 3/4 Earth’s Tectonic Forces Plate Boundary Maps

Fr 3/11 Geology of Lake Tahoe Landscape Feature Identification

Fr 3/18 Weathering, Erosion, and Deposition Field Observations

Spring Break 3/21 - 3/25

Oceans and Coastal Processes: Morro Bay Excursion 3/28 - 4/1

Fr 4/8 Weather Data Interpretation

Fr 4/15 Climate Processes Climate Maps

Rivers and Glacial Processes: Yosemite National Park Excursion 4/21 - 4/24

Fr 5/6 Lake Tahoe Issues and Management Field Excursion

Fr 5/13 Final Exam/Projects Due

Grading
Grades are a measure of effort…and how you ultimately apply what you have learned. Please
use the scale below to see how you will be evaluated.

Quizzes 100 points

Assignments 200 points

Final Exam/Project 100 points

Total 400 points

Extra Credit
No one likes doing extra work. You don't like doing it and I don't like grading it. If you are
reading the modules and keeping up with the class you won't have an issue, but I understand
that life happens and you may accidentally miss an assignment. Please contact me about
being able to make up some points (up to 25) by writing a 300-500 word paper on a specific
(Earth Science-related) topic.



An Important Message From Your Instructor
My Commitment to You

I will do my best to respond to your comments, emails, and course assignments in a
timely manner. Please don't expect me to check emails over the weekend, but during the
week I will respond within 48 hours. I will also communicate my expectations and provide
weekly feedback on your assignments.

Your Commitment to Me
This course is based on interactive teaching, learning, and communication. To acquire
knowledge and build skills, you are expected to:

■ Read and become familiar with the course syllabus and the faculty’s expectations.
■ Keep up with assignments and readings.
■ Ask for clarifications about material or course expectations.
■ Analyze assigned readings and provide thoughtful responses on assignments.

You are a member of a scholarly community. The benefits of this community come in
many forms, such as critical dialogue with faculty, collaborative learning with peers and
access to academic support resources. While faculty and staff are here to facilitate this
experience, you are expected to play an active role in your scholarly journey, and I expect
that you take ownership of your actions so that you can succeed.

Tolerance and Diversity
I promote a positive learning environment and culture based on open-mindedness, critical
thinking, inclusion, tolerance, equity, and respect. Free speech is at the core of higher
education, but I will not tolerate racist, sexist, homophobic, or any other forms of
discriminatory language or behavior. Hate speech and other such language or behavior,
will result in disciplinary action.

Dishonesty and Plagiarism
Using any method other than your own honest efforts to complete and earn grades for
exams, quizzes, or assignments, using another's language, work, or ideas without giving
proper credit to the original source, or assisting another student to commit any of the
aforementioned infractions is grounds for disciplinary action.

Students will receive a zero on any assignment where dishonesty or plagiarism has been
identified. Offences may also result in further disciplinary action.



Course Content
Many observations are open to interpretation and course content can be controversial at
times. Course topics are rooted in physical processes and theories that are observable
and measurable through current scientific methods. Science changes as new
observations are made. What we teach today may be upended or revised by the science
of the future. There is great power in our ability to reflect, review, and continually revise
and grow our thinking. This is the glory of science. I am very open-minded and realize
that many people have different philosophical beliefs and scientific interpretations. While
some of these types of discussions may not be appropriate for class, I encourage you to
talk to me if you have questions about course content.



Religion and the Environment 
 

Course Description: Studying religion takes us to the heart of culture and the core of human 
values. Every society is shaped by religious practices, including ours. Religion thus shapes one’s 
understanding of the environment. Yet at the same time, the environment shapes one’s 
religious sensibilities. This course will provide students a grounding in theoretical texts from 
religious studies and the social sciences to examine how religious traditions shape and are 
shaped by nature and their environment. We will closely read sacred texts from religions as 
diverse as Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, Indigenous religions, and new religious movements, 
and ask which texts take precedence over others when thinking about the environment. We 
will investigate the close relationship religion consistently has to place and what this might 
mean for broader understandings of how communities relate to the environment. Finally, we 
will reflect on how religions change to meet new problems, the relationship between society’s 
parallel treatment of the environment and women and ecofeminist responses, and squaring 
new ethical systems with ancient texts that have their own values and concerns. 
 
 

*Tentative* Course Schedule 
 

Unit 1: Studying Religion and the Environment 
Week 1 – What is Religion? How do we study it academically? What is Religious Studies? 
Handout on “Definitions of Religion” 
Handout on “Theological vs. Academic Statements on Religion” 
Handout on “Problems of Evolutionary Models of Religion” 
 
Introducing Emile Durkheim’s Elementary Forms or Mary Douglas Purity and Danger 
 
Week 2 – What do we mean when we talk about the Environment and what does it have to 
do with Religion? 
Jenkins, Willis, and Christopher Key Chapple. “Religion and Environment.” Annual review of 
environment and resources 36, no. 1 (2011): 441–463. 
 
Belden Lane, “Giving Voice to Place: Three Models for Understanding American Sacred Space,” 
in Landscapes of the Sacred, 38–61. 
 
“Religion and Views on Climate and Energy Issues” Pew Research Center, 2015 
 
Week 3 – The “Place” of Religion and Conflicting Views on the Environment – Cave Rock & 
Guest Speaker from the Washo Tribe on Sacred Sites 
Selections from Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, and a Washoe Indian Sacred Place by Matthew 
and Michael Makley 
 
Appeals court backs climbing ban at sacred site News Article 



 
Watch documentary In the Light of Reverence (Lakota, Hopi, Wintu) 
 
Unit 2: Anthropocentrism, Biocentrism…Or Something Else? 
Week 4 – Christianity and Crisis, or The Lynn White Thesis 
Lynn White Jr., “The Historical Roots of the Current Ecologic Crisis,” Science 155 (1967), 1203–
1207. 
 
Genesis 1-3 
Psalm 8 
 
Week 5 – Minority Reports in Christian Traditions 
David N. Livingstone, “The Historical Roots of our Ecological Crisis: A Reassessment,” Fides et 
Historia 26 (1994), 38–55. OR an equivalent article since there are many reassessments of 
White’s thesis. 
 
Selections from Laudato Si’ 
 
Week 6 – What role do sacred texts really play in religious communities and their perception 
of the environment? When do they matter? 
Michaels, J. L., Hao, F., Smirnov, J., & Kulkarni, I. (2020). Beyond stewardship and dominion? 
Towards a social psychological explanation of the relationship between religious attitudes and 
environmental concern. Environmental Politics, 1-22. 
 
Selections from Shared Stories, Rival Tellings by Robert Gregg 
 
Jonah 1-4 (Judaism/Christianity) 
Psalm 104 (Judaism/Christianity) 
Purusha Sukta (Hinduism) 
 
Week 7 – How do religions adapt (or not) to new problems? 
Urban, Hugh B. “Fair Game: Secrecy, Security, and the Church of Scientology in Cold War 
America.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 74, no. 2 (2006): 356–89.  
 
Selections from Blood for Thought: The Reinvention of Sacrifice in Early Rabbinic Literature by 
Mira Balberg 
 
Watch documentary “Altar of Fire” 
 
Unit 3: Non-Dominant Religions and their Approaches to the Environment 
Week 8 – North American Indigenous Understandings of the Environment and Nature 
“Transcending the Debate over the Ecologically Noble Indian: Indigenous Peoples and 
Environmentalism” by Paul Nadasdy 
 



Selections from Indigenous Traditions and Ecology: The Interbeing of Cosmology and 
Community by John Grim 
 
“Indigenous Environmental Perspectives: A North American Primer” in Native American Voices: 
A Reader by Winona LaDuke (Ojibwe Nation) 
 
Week 9 – New Religious Movements, New Perspectives on the Environment? 
Belden Lane, “The Correspondence of Spiritual and Material Worlds in Shaker Spirituality,” in 
Landscapes of the Sacred, 160–179. 
 
Hugh Urban, “Wicca and Neopaganism: Magic, Feminism, and Environmentalism,” in New Age, 
Neopagan, and New Religious Movements: Alternative Spirituality in Contemporary America 
(University of California, 2015): 157–178. 
 
Unit 4 – Harnessing religious values for change. Naturalizing Values and resistance to change. 
Week 10 – Religious Practice and Ecological Degradation 
Shmueli, D. F. (2008). Environmental justice in the Israeli context. Environment and Planning 
A, 40 (10), 2384-2401. 
 
“Praise God and Pass the Plasticware”, Religion New 
Service: https://religionnews.com/2018/09/26/praise-god-and-pass-the-plasticware- 
israelis-campaign-against-holiday-waste/ 
 
“Rabbis Join Call to Cut Down Single-Use Plastics”, Times of Israel: 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/rabbis-join-call-to-cut-single-use-plastic-starting-with- 
religious-holidays/ 
 
Unit 5 – Religion and Animals 
Week 11 – What are animals and how do they function in religious systems? 
Harrison, Peter. “Descartes on Animals.” The Philosophical Quarterly (1950-) 42, no. 167 (1992): 
219–27. 
 
Selections from Durkheim’s Elementary Forms of Religious Life on Sacrifice 
 
Reed, Annette. “From Sacrifice to the Slaughterhouse: Ancient and Modern Approaches to 
Meat, Animals, and Civilization” Method and Theory in the Study of Religion (2013). 
 
Week 12 – Do all religions sacrifice? Why or why not? 
Katha Upanishad Part 1, 69-72 
 
Mundaka Upanishad Part 1, Chapter 2, 187-8. 
 
McCylmond, Kathryn (2002). “Death be not proud: Reevaluating the role of killing in sacrifice” 
International Journal of Hindu Studies 6: 221-42. 



 
Selections from Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual 
Killing and Cultural Formation 
 
Unit 6 – Thematic Topics 
Week 13 – Religion, Environment, and Gender 
Selections from Imperial Leather: Race, Gender, and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest by Anne 
Mcclintock 
Selections from New Woman, New Earth: Sexist Ideologies and Human Liberation by Rosemary 
Radford Ruether 
 
 
 
Potential Additional Units 
 
Week X: Case Study: The Perpetually Pure Ganges River in Myth and Reality  
 
Week X: Eco-Justice and Modern Activism 



HUM 2XX: What is Nature?
Tahoe Semester Plenary

Centre College
Tahoe Semester
Spring 2022
3 Units

Faculty Information
David Williams
Professor of Philosophy

Electronic Syllabus Policy:
The official form of this syllabus is that of a shared Google document. No paper copies will be
distributed. (You may, of course, print a copy for yourself if you wish.) Our tentative schedule
may adapt to various conditions throughout the semester, and this online document will be
updated periodically to reflect such changes. You should always assume that the authoritative
version of the syllabus is the most current version shared in Google Drive.

Credit Hour Policy
To meet the identified course learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this
3-unit course, delivered over a 13-week term will approximate 3 hours per week of classroom or
direct faculty instruction. In addition, out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 6
hours each week.

Purpose Statement of Centre College
Centre College is a small, independent, and selective educational community dedicated to study
in the liberal arts as a means to develop the intellectual, personal, and moral potential of its
students. Centre nurtures in its students the ability to think logically and critically, to work
creatively, to analyze and compare values, and to write and speak with clarity and grace. It
acquaints students with the range of accomplishments of the human mind and spirit in a variety
of arts and theoretical disciplines. It enables students to choose and fulfill significant
responsibilities in society. In short, Centre’s highest priority is to prepare its students for lives of
learning, leadership, and service.

A long and rich tradition of tolerance, freedom of enquiry, and community informs all aspects of
college life. Centre accomplishes its goals in an atmosphere of caring and respectful
relationships among faculty, students, and staff, aided by its broadly conceived, nonsectarian,
Judeo-Christian heritage. This tradition commits Centre to a belief in the unconditional value of
each human being, to an appreciation of the differences among people, and to a recognition of
the close connection between responsible self-development and community well-being.

Course Description

This plenary course provides the experiential and academic space at the intersection of the sciences
and the humanities exploring how disparate disciplines provide insight into answering the question,
“What is nature?” Phase one of the course considers the role of the body in nature by equipping
students with the required medical, navigational and practical skills to explore remote places
culminating in a multi-day backpacking experience which teaches leadership skills. Phase two



examines the role of the spirit in our encounters with wilderness from western and non-western
perspectives. The third phase considers the role of the mind in analyzing issues related to the role that
race has historically had in regard to U.S. indigenous populations and the role that it plays today
regarding wilderness access and cultural notions.

Required Texts (in order of use)

Red Cross. Wilderness and Remote First Aid Emergency Reference Guide (Red Cross)

Woodruff, P. Reverence: Renewing a Forgotten Virtue (Oxford University Press, 2nd edition)
ISBN-13: 978-0199350803

Finney, C. Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to
the Great Outdoors (University of North Carolina Press) ISBN-13: 978-1469614489

Student Learning Outcomes and Expected Competencies

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

1. Describe a variety of cultural viewpoints on the ethical value of the natural environment
and human responsibility toward it through an integration of the sciences and the
humanities.

2. Articulate how their own view of nature and their civic responsibility to the environment
has been changed by an examination of ecological issues through the lenses of body,
spirit and mind.

3. Lead groups in overcoming practical challenges and reaching concrete goals on a
wilderness trip, while also considering broader theoretical issues of civic leadership and
responsibility toward the natural world.

4. Critically evaluate a research-oriented topic explaining how civic policy can be altered
to reinforce environmental ethics on a societal scale.

Assignments

1. Environmental Biography 1 (50 Points): Students will reflect on their past experience
with the environment and how it has shaped their attitudes toward cultural politics and
civic responsibility. This blog post establishes a “baseline” for student growth during the
semester and is posted in the Discussion section of Canvas.

2. Wilderness First Aid Certification (50 Points): Students will complete a 16-hour
Wilderness First Aid Course as part of their plenary experience to prepare them for the
wilderness experiences that will occur throughout the term.

3. Leadership Practicum (50 Points): Students practice leadership skills in a hands-on,
supervised way while leading groups of students on a five-day winter trek in the Sierra.
During the trek, students are required not only to actively lead but also to complete
exercises designed to help them reflect on their own leadership styles.



4. Environmental Autobiography II (50 Points): Students will write a second
autobiography detailing the story of their relationship to their environment (3-4 pages).
This work will allow the students to utilize their investigation of nature via the sciences
and the humanities to provide a more specificity and precision in answering the question,
“What is nature?” Papers should be double-spaced and emailed to dcwilliams@apu.edu
prior to the start of class.

5. Final Academic Symposium (50 Points): Working in groups, students will lead a
plenary discussion on a significant topic within the area of civic knowledge and
engagement during the last plenary time. Ideally, this plenary discussion will incorporate
key questions and insights from the humanities and science courses and will serve as
preparatory critical thinking for the final research forum posts.

6. Blog Posts 1-6 (150 Points; 25 each): Students will be required to analyze and
respond to sections of Reverence: Renewing a Forgotten Virtue by Paul Woodruff, Black
Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the Great
Outdoors by Carolyn Finney and guest plenary speakers and topics in a series of 5 Blog
Posts (Length: 300-500 words). The prompt for each Blog Post will be posted in the
Discussion section of Canvas (see Course Schedule below for specific due dates).

7. Plenary Participation (100 Points): This is a measure of the quality of each student’s
attendance and contribution in plenary sessions, determined at the discretion of the High
Sierra Faculty. Every class meeting will be considered in the final participation score.

8. Final Paper (100 Points): Students will produce a final paper answering the question,
“What is nature?” integrating the resources from all the courses and field experiences
provided over the course of the term. Wide topical latitude will be allowed to ensure that
students are generating answers that will assist their efficacy in caring for and engaging
the natural world.

Graded Elements Summary:

Assignment Points

Environmental Biography I 50

Wilderness First Aid Certification 50

Leadership Practicum 50

Environmental Autobiography II 50

Final Academic Symposium 50

Blog Posts  2-5 25 Points Each=150

Plenary Participation 100

Final Paper 100

Total 600



Attendance Requirement:
Students are permitted one unexcused absence for the semester. Two or more unexcused
absences are considered grounds for failing the course. Excused absences may be granted for
reasons of illness or family emergency.

Make-Up Work Policy:
Extensions on assignment due dates will be granted automatically for cases of documented
illness or family emergency. In all other cases, students must petition faculty for an extension
and all faculty must be in agreement for the petition to be approved. If no extension is granted,
late assignments will be graded as zeros.

Incomplete Policy
Students who wish to receive an Incomplete “I” grade for this course in order to complete
assignments after the conclusion of the semester must be granted a petition from all active
faculty. A full rationale for the requested Incomplete grade must be provided by the student.  If
an Incomplete grade is not granted, then a failing “F” grade will be entered.

Student Learning Outcome Rubric:

Student Learning Outcome IDEA Objective Assignments Used to Assess

Describe a variety of cultural
viewpoints on the ethical value of the
natural environment and human
responsibility toward it.

Developing knowledge
and understanding of
diverse perspectives,
global awareness, or
other cultures.

#1, #3, #5

Articulate how diverse communities
interact with and respond to the
natural environment and a sense of
“origin,” “place,” or “home.”

Developing knowledge
and understanding of
diverse perspectives,
global awareness, or
other cultures.

#1, #3

Lead groups in overcoming practical
challenges and reaching concrete
goals, while also considering broader
theoretical issues of intercultural
leadership and civic responsibility in
relationship to the natural world.

Acquiring skills in working
with others as a member
of a team.

#2

Critically Evaluate a
research-oriented topic in intercultural
studies.

Learning to analyze and
critically evaluate ideas,
arguments, and points of
view.

#4, #5



Assignment Schedule

Date Topic Assignment

I. BODY: Navigation and Caring for Self and Other in Nature

Environmental Autobiography Due (students will
arrive with this assignment completed)

W 2/9 Wilderness First Aid Course Part I

W 2/16 Wilderness First Aid Course Part I WFA Certification

Winter Trek: 2/21 - 25 (Leadership Practicum)

II. SPIRIT: Processing Encounters with Nature

W 3/2 How do we process our encounters with
nature? (David Williams)

Reverence: Renewing a Forgotten Virtue
(Chapters 1 - 8)
Blog Post 1

W 3/9 Is the virtue of reverence adequate for
capturing our experience of nature? (David
Williams and Paul Woodruff via Zoom)

Reverence: Renewing a Forgotten Virtue
(Chapters 9-Epilogue)
Blog Post 2

W 3/16 What are some central non-western
approaches to nature and spirituality? Aron
Tillema and Guest Speaker)

Blog Post 3

W 3/23 Spring Break

Oceans and Coastal Processes: Morro Bay Excursion 3/28 - 4/1

III. MIND: Wilderness, Race and Nature

W 4/6 What is the relationship between
wilderness and race? (David Williams)

Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the
Relationship of African Americans to the Great
Outdoors (Chapters 1 - 3)
Blog Post 4

W 4/13 How are we to process the narrative of
wilderness and American history relative to
race? (David Williams and Carolyn Finney
via Zoom)

Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the
Relationship of African Americans to the Great
Outdoors (Chapters 4 - Epilogue)
Blog Post 5

W 4/20 Idigenous Perspectives from the Tahoe
Basin (Guest Speaker)

Blog Post 6

Rivers and Glacial Processes: Yosemite National Park Excursion 4/21 - 4/24



W 5/4 Final Group Presentations: What is
nature?

Environmental Autobiography II
Final Academic Symposium

Tu 5/10 Last Day of Classes

5/12-13 Final Exams

5/14 Students Depart

“We do not learn from experience...we learn from reflecting on experience.”
John Dewey

The instructor reserves the right to modify this schedule to meet the specific needs and pace of
the class. Any changes will be announced prior to going into effect.
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